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The tea-table among the ladies, and the coffee-
house among men, seem to be places devoted to
scandal; and where the characters of all kinds of
persons and professions are handled in the most
merciless manner; where reproach triumphs, and
we seem to give ourselves a loose to fall upon one
another, in the most unchristian manner in the
world.

It seems a little hard that the reputation of a
young lady, or of a new married couple, or of people
in the most critical season of establishing the cha-
racters of their persons and families, should lie at
the mercy of the tea-table; nor is it less hard that
the credit of a tradesman, which is the same thing
in its nature as the virtue of a lady, should be tossed
about, shuttlecock-like, from one table to another
in the coffee-house, till they shall talk all his cre-
ditors about his ears, and bring him to the very
misfortune which they reported him to be near,
when at the same time he owed them nothing who
raised the clamour, and nothing to all the world
but what he was able to pay.

And yet how many tradesman have been thus
undone; and how many more have been put to the
full trial of their strength in trade, and have stood
by the mere force of their good circumstances,
whereas had they been unfurnished with cash to
have answered their whole debts, they must have
fallen with the rest.

We need go no further than Lombard-street for
an exemplification of this truth. There was a time
when Lombard-street was the only bank, and the
goldsmiths there were all called bankers ; the credit
of their business was such, that the like has not
been seen in England since ; I mean, not in private
hands. Some of those bankers, as I have heard
from their own mouths, have had near two millions